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COTTON MATERIALS
FOR MEN'S SHIRTS

Customers sometimes want to know how to distinguish "between the

different falirics that are used in men's shirts. The Bureau of Home Economics

of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, describes some of the commonly used

shirtings as follows:

Broadcloth has a ribted appearance. It is widely used for tailored

shirts, particularly white ones. Most of the medium and good-quality hroad-

cloths are mercerized, and made of comhed, single-ply yarns. Such "broadcloth

usually has a yarn count of at least 130 in the warp and 56 in the filling.

This makes a fine, closely vroven, durable fa"bric that tailors and launders

well. Two-ply "broadcloth shirts are very fine and soft, generally too fine for

everyday wear.

Oxford cloth is a mercerized "basket-weave material, rather open in

texture, and therefore much used for summer spcrt shirts with soft collars.

It wears well.

Madras is identified by the woven lengthmse stripes, in color or

white. These stripes should be smooth and flat. If they are cord-like, they

wil^ wear off long before the main part of the fabric. The best grades of

madras are light-v/eight , smooth, firm, and durable. They tailor and launder

well.

Chamb ray is distinguished by colored up and down yarns and white

crosswise yarns, although the general effect is that of a solid color.

Chambray has a well-balanced weave - that is, about the same number of yarns
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in each direction. Light-weight chain"bray is a good fa"bric for dress and

business shirts, and heavier weight chambray makes good v;ork shirts for

mild seasons.

Percale is a material often used in medium and low-quality shirts.

It is a plain woven material vdth printed designs, rather than woven ones

like madras. C-ood-quality percale is easy to launder and gives good service,

but is more likely to fade than madras or chambray.

Covert is a practical material for work shirts. It is made of

coarse yarns, two-ply in the !^arp and single-ply in the filling. It is firm,

closely woven, heavy, and long-wearing, but much harder to launder than

chajnbray.

Many good and medium grade shirts have been submitted to a con-

trolled shrinkage process. After the shirts are laundered the measurements

should be the same as the stamped size. Poor-quality shirts are rarely

preshrunk, nor is any allowance made for shrinlcage.
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